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Abstract:
The development of spa towns and mineral waters in the eighteenth century has long been
studied as one of the examples of the development of leisure, luxury and consumer culture.
Waters have mostly been represented for their worldly sociability, as places of travel and
leisure. In addition, the proliferation of medical treatments on mineral waters has been
explained as a means of commercial promotion for newly furbished baths sites. It would be
reductive to consider thermal medicine solely as the medicine of a privileged class as
represented in Smollett's or Jane Austen's novels. The waters also benefited from a more local
frequentation, more diverse and perhaps driven by their eager search for efficient treatment.
What’s more, among the upper class visitors, many patients experienced serious medical
conditions, and in the case of infertility, were convinced that the effect of the spa was medically
proved, and sometimes even successful. In this article, I propose to take a interest in the
treatment of infertility by mineral waters in order to examine, on the basis of this specific object,
the social diversity of water users, as well as the diversity of medical theories that justify the
internal and external prescription of water for women who were considered infertile. This is
part of a larger work on spas as the treatment for barrenness which will be the subject of my
next book, and I would like to share the first results of my research with international scholars
present at this conference.
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